
Gettysburg Students and Professors Attend National Book Festival in D.C. 

Irving and remained there for over 

two and one half hours as he gra-

ciously stayed late to sign every-

oneôs books.   

 

While waiting in line I talked to 

many interesting literary aficiona-

dos from all over the east coast.  

One woman told of driving the 

whole way from North Carolina 

with her family and quite a few 

shared war stories about tracking 

down first edition books.   

 

Every person that I met was eager 

to discuss their favorite books and 

give others recommendations.  

They candidly shared the profound 

influence that books had on their 

lives. I can say for certain that I 

have never had a more pleasurable 

conversation with a group of com-

plete strangers in my entire life.      

In spite of long lines and an occa-

sional sprinkle of rain, everyone 

was friendly and in high spirits.  

One only can at-

BY JESSICA COSTAIN 

THE CREATIVE  CANNON 

Early in the morning on Saturday, 

September 26th, I found myself 

milling around the nearly empty 

Gettysburg campus parking lot with 

ten other people who love to read.  

This wasnôt a meeting of chance.  

We had all signed up for a field trip 

to the ninth annual National Book 

Festival held by the Library of Con-

gress on the Washington Mall in 

Washington, D.C.  After we took a 

quick head count, we climbed into 

the van, brimming with excitement. 

 

When we arrived in Washington, 

we split into groups and parted 

ways so that we could visit the parts 

of the festival that interested us.  

Some went straight to the pavilions 

to watch authors give presentations.  

According to Professor Renzo, John 

Irvingôs lecture was particularly 

interesting.  Others made a beeline 

across the festival to meet Mr. 

McFeely from Mr. Rogersô 

Neighborhood (many other PBS 

characters were in attendance too), 

and quite a few of the groups sim-

ply set out to explore.  Being the 

most determined person of anyone 

on the trip to have a book signed, I 

promptly got into the line for John 
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Survivors Inc. and Domestic Violence Awareness 
BY CAITLIN  PALMER  

PHI  THETA  K APPA CO-L IAISON  

Phi Theta Kappa, HACCôs 

International Honor Soci-

ety, is making a point to 

raise money, through vari-

ous activities, to benefit 

Survivors Inc.  Survivors is 

an organization that pro-

vides shelter and other ser-

vices to victims of domes-

tic abuse.  October is do-

mestic violence awareness 

month, and this year it is 

especially important to in-

crease awareness on the 

subject.   

Not only is domestic vio-

lence on the rise, the re-

sources available to help 

the victims of abuse are 

limited. Since Pennsyl-

vania has yet to approve a 

state budget, many charita-

ble organizations, such as 

Survivors Inc., are operat-

ing with no funding from 

the state 

Continued on page 2 
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BY JESSICA COSTAIN 

THE CREATIVE  CANNON  

The air is getting colder, the leaves 

are changing color, and I've got a 

craving for apple cideré it looks 

like National Novel Writing Month 

is just around the corner!  

 

During National Novel Writing 

Month (NaNoWriMo for short), tons 

of aspiring authors around the globe 

will attempt to write a 50,000 word 

novel starting at 12am on the first 

day of November, and finishing by 

11:59pm on the last. 

 

Sounds crazy, right?  Thatôs what 
makes it so much fun! You donôt 

have to be a master wordsmith to 

participate; we lock away our "inner 

editors" while we pound out the 

novels that have been buried inside 

us just waiting to be set free. Some-

times irrelevant ninjas enter the plot, 

sometimes a character's name 

changes every ten pages, and some-

times we have twenty typos per sen-

tence, but it doesn't matter one bit. 

 

Rest assured that no one ever writes 

alone: over 100,000 people partici-

pate each year, converging on the 

event's online forums to help each 

other fill in plot holes, work out how 

great way to get to know 

other students and profes-

sors I might  not have met 

otherwise. I am so glad to 

have had the opportunity to 

attend. 

 

For more info about the 

National Book Festival 

including webcasts of the 

authorsô presentations, visit 

www.loc.gov/bookfest.  

tribute this to the fact that 

every single one of the 

130,000 people that at-

tended, whether they were 

a college student or a busi-

nessperson, a first grader 

or a biker, had one impor-

tant thing in common: a 

deep love for reading. 

 

The field trip was  not only 

a fun event to attend, but a 

"The National Book 

Festival has again 

been a marvelous 

celebration of read-

ing, and was enor-

mous fun for every-

one." 
     ~ Dr. James H. Billington 

        Librarian of Congress 

National Book Festival (Contôd) 
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Recycle Glossy Paper to Support Charity 

A simple way to support 

the Ronald McDonald 

House Charities has ar-

rived on campus.  Glossy 

paper such as magazines, 

catalogues, inserts, etc. is 

being collected for recy-

cling by Vanessa Larson.  

ñBy making an effort to 

separate out the glossy 

paper and placing it in the 

appropriate boxes, our 

community can contribute 

to a worthwhile endeavor,ò 

says Sharon Sontheimer.   

Cardboard collection boxes 

have been placed on cam-

pus in the administration 

offices area, nursing in-

struction area, library area, 

and faculty suite.  After 

collection, the paper will 

be taken to a recycling 

container by Vanessa Lar-

son and the proceeds will 

support  the Ronald 

McDonald House Chari-

ties.  For more informa-

tion, contact Sharon 

S o n t h e i m e r  a t 

s9sonthe@hacc.edu. 

Continued on page 3 



NEED  A  TUTOR ? 

HOW  ABOUT  ONE  AVAILABLE  

24 HOURS  A  DAY ? 

National Novel Writing Month (Contôd) 

On Wednesday, October 14th 

from  11 AM to 2 PM in the 

Hub, the Ski/Board Club will 

be offering free snow cones to 

anyone who makes a donation 

to United Way. 

For additional information on the 

Ski/Board Club, see below: 

 

 

 

 

 

The  2009-2010 HACC-

Gettysburg Ski/Board Club, of-

fers Liberty Mountain Resort's 

Night Club Card.  This Night 

Club Card offers our students, 

staff, faculty and family members 

(aged 8 years and older) unlim-

ited skiing at Liberty Mountain, 

Whitetail, and Ski Roundtop 

every day of the week beginning 

January 3rd from 4:00 PM to 

10:00 PM. It is also valid at Lib-

erty Mountain on Sundays from 

3:00 PM to 10:00 PM.   

Early Bird special prices are 

available if payment is made be-

fore November 6, 2009.   

 

An advantage card may be pur-

chased for an additional $20.00 

which will provide 40% off lift 

tickets anytime you ski before 

January 3rd or before 4 pm. 

Contact Dianne Bittle, club advi-

sor to pick up forms at extension 

3017, Room 140 B or email  

ddbittle@hacc.edu 
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Snow Day For United Way 
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Itôs the night before your final 

and youôre stuck on a problem. 

Itôs too late to email your profes-

sor or call classmates.  As you 

slip deeper into panic mode, you 

gulp your caffeinated drink and 

mumble under your breath, 

ñWhere is help when I need it?ò 

Tired of situations like this one? 

You need   

 

 

 

Online tutoring: anywhere, 

anytime.  

Math - Science ï Business - 

Writing  

 

GET  STARTED  NOW ! 

1. Go to  http://

www.smarthinking.com and 

enter the username: hac-

cfall09tutor and password 

hacconline . 

2. Complete the Registration 

Form, selecting your campus 

from the drop-down menu; 

choose a new username and 

password. Use this new login 

youôve created whenever you 

need help.  

Package Early Bird 

Price Age 8 

and Up 

Early Bird 

Age 6 $ 7 

Lift Only $169.00 $169.00 

Lift & Lesson $214.00 234.00 

Lift, Lesson $249.00 $269.00 

many gallons of peanut butter it 

would take to fill the Empire State 

Building, bounce ideas back and 

forth, and procrastinate together.  

 

Gettysburg campus students and 

professors will be joining hands to 

write scores of sweet, sweet fiction 

too! Even our librarians have gotten 

into the NaNoWriMo spirit. Octo-

berôs rotating collection is all about 

fiction writing.  There are many 

books waiting in the library to help 

you get ready for this November. 

We'll be also be hosting offline 

write-ins and support groups right 

here on campus. 

 

Join us on Thursday, October 

29th from 3:30-6:30 PM in Room 

206 for a fun kick-off party!   
 

I will be available to answer any 

questions and help you set up an 

account on the website if you need 

assistance. There will also be games, 

light snacks, and goodies to be had. 

 

For more information, please visit 

www.nanowrimo.org and sign up! 

Set Gettysburg as your "home re-

gion" so that you can chat in our 

forums and receive local pep-talks 

and event listings. You may also 

contact me, Jessica Costain, at 

jfc3393@hawkmail.hacc.edu. 

 

Stay tuned to the Creative Cannon 

throughout November for updates! 



¶ Resume Writing Basics, 

October 14th at 10am in 

Learning Commons 

Room 202. 

¶ Snow Day For United 

Way hosted by Ski/

Board Club on October 

14th between 11am and 

2pm. Donate to United 

Way and receive a free 

snow cone. 

¶ Phi Theta Kappa is 

holding a Donut Sale on 

October 14th & 15th. 

¶ Phi Theta Kappa pro-

gram on domestic vio-

lence, October 14th at 

1pm in the Community 

Room. 

¶ Job Search Strategies, 

October 20th at 11am in 

Learning Commons 

Room 202. 

¶ Internship Information 

Meeting, October 28th 

at 1pm in Learning 

Commons Room 202. 

¶ Spring term registration 

begins November 2nd at 

8am! 

¶ Mock Interviews, No-

vember 11th from 8am 

to 12pm and November 

12th from 1pm to 4pm 

in Learning Commons 

Room 202. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
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Li fe & Style 

Been to a 

b a t h r o o m 

lately?  

It is in these 

hallowed, se-

rene grounds 

that SGA posts 

its newsletter ñThe Royal 

Flushò, notifying students of 

campus events, news, and 

updates. 

Want to know whatôs going 

on with SGA? Just check out 

our newsletter either in your 

local restroom or online at 

the HACC website. You can 

even swing by our meetings 

every other Wednesday at 

3:00 in Room 108. Find out 

how Student Government 

works for you! 

An Ordinary Man on a Not So Ordinary Day  

BY CLAYTON  LYNCH 

It began as a Friday like most oth-

ers. Unbeknownst to me, however, 

it would turn out to be unlike any 

other Friday Iôve ever experi-

enced. 

As I was driving along Route 30, I 

was listening to the rain dance 

across my windshield. It was a 

pounding, ominous cadence I 

wonôt soon forget. But as I lis-

tened, suddenly ahead in the dis-

tance I noticed two bright head-

lights, seeming to appear from 

nowhere and traveling very fast in 

my direction. I barely had time to 

register this, because in the blink 

of an eye, two headlights became 

one. It was an out-of-control mo-

torcyclist, headed straight for me.  

I instinctively jerked the wheel to 

avoid the collision and immedi-

ately found myself spinning out 

of control. My car did a 180, tore 

through a fence, and then came to 

a bone-crushing stop as it 

wrapped itself tightly around a 

tree. Shocked and in pain, my 

breathing strained within my 

chest, and I became sure that my 

life was in its final moments. I 

prayed for forgiveness for all that 

I had done wrong. And I prayed 

for my family.  

Yet in the silence of that car I did 

not fear death, for I knew even 

then that it must, at some point, 

come to us all. Instead, as I be-

came faint and as my vision 

blurred, I recalled all those im-

portant memories and people 

from my past. But most of all, I 

remembered this passage: ñBut 

those who wait upon the Lord 

shall renew their strength; they shall 

mount up on wings as eagles, they 

shall run and not feel weary, they 

shall walk and not feel faint,ò 

ISAIAH 40:31.  

I recited the passage in my mind, but 

as I finished, I suddenly heard a faint 

whisper emanating from all around 

me. Disembodied but distinct, it said, 

ñYou trusted me, so do not be 

afraid.ò I knew, in that moment, that 

I was hearing the voice of God.  

Miraculously, the rescue crew arrived 

shortly thereafter. After 45 minutes 

they managed to cut me out of the 

demolished Buick. I was lifelined to 

York, only to be told they could not 

help me, so I quickly found myself in 

another ambulance headed for Her-

sheyôs Trauma Unit. There, titanium 

was surgically placed into my right 

leg to seal the fracture in my femur.  



Tips For a Positive Attitude and Healthier Lifestyle  
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HD 101 - Career Development and Decision Making 
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Inc. and domestic violence 

awareness.  As well as, hold-

ing a program on Monday, 

October 26th, at 1:00 P.M. in 

the Community Room that 

will help increase awareness 

of domestic abuse.  In No-

vember, Phi Theta Kappa will 

hold a bake sale, and donate 

all proceeds to Survivors Inc. 

If anyone is in need of ser-

vices from Survivorôs Inc., 

the contact number is 717-

334-0589. 

It is crucial for Survivors to 

obtain funds so they can con-

tinue to provide help to those 

in need of their services. 

Around campus this month, 

Phi Theta Kappa will provide 

information about Survivors 

Survivors Inc. and Domestic Violence Awareness (Contôd) 

BY CLAYTON  LYNCH 

I have been making 

many changes to my life-

style lately, changes that 

range from my eating 

habits to my physical 

activity to my general 

attitude. I am much hap-

pier and fifty pounds  

lighter than I was before. 

Here are ten pieces of 

advice based my journey: 

 

1. Sit in silence for ten 

minutes a day, count-

ing the blessings in 

your life. 

2. Remember that no 

one is in charge of 

your happiness ex-

cept for the person 

you see in the mirror 

each morning. 

3. Love the person you 

see in the mirror be-

cause whether you 

like it or not, that is 

the person you will 

live with the whole 

of your life. 

4. Frame every so-

called ñdisasterò with 

these words: ñIn five 

yearsô time, will this 

even matter?ò 

5. Eat foods that grow 

on plants rather than 

those that are manu-

factured at plants. 

6.  Make peace with 

your past so it does 

not tarnish your fu-

ture. 

7. Forgive anyone who 

asks and even those 

who do not. 

8. Donôt take yourself 

too seriously. 

9. Remember that life is 

rarely fair, but itôs 

still a gift we must 

treasure in order to 

get the most out of it. 

10. Try daily to make at 

least five people 

smile. Our smiles are 

the universal form of 

communication that 

lifts spirits when they 

are broken.   

Part of the Adult Ba-

sic Education and 

Development Studies 

Division, this new 

course has been de-

veloped at the request 

of past students look-

ing to improve study 

skills and further per-

sonal knowledge.  

While this course is 

not required for any 

specific majors, it 

will fulfill ñfree elec-

tiveò requirements. 

HD 101 includes the 

art of career plan-

ning, the meaning of 

work, self-awareness, 

and occupational 

awareness.  It is a 

personalized, interac-

tion based course that 

uses group exercises, 

personal inventories 

and field interviews 

to accomplish its ob-

jectives. 

For dates and time 

offered go to: 

www.hacc.edu, select 

Credit Courses, Hu-

man Development, 

Spring 2010, Gettys-

burg Campus 

 

For further informa-

tion please contact 

dgbrooks@hacc.edu. 

COLLECTING 

USED BOOKS 

The Creative 

Cannon is now 

accepting used 

books to be 

sold in our charity book sale 

this spring. Four marked bins 

have been placed  around the 

campus to collect books. Pro-

ceeds from the sale will 

benefit the Adams County 

Literacy Council. For more 

information, email 

thecreativecannon@yahoo.com. 
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   Diversi fy 
Expand Your 

Horizons 

On display will be several 

styles of necklaces, brace-

lets, and jewelry bags from 

which to choose. The items 

are very affordable and 

priced between $5 and $20. 

Each purchase will include 

ñBead For Lifeò Event 

Crossword key, Volume 4 Issue 3 

ñBead for Lifeò, a global 

awareness event to help 

impoverished Ugandans, 

is being held in our Cam-

pus Bookstore from No-

vember 23rd to Decem-

ber 4th. Please stop by to 

read about the life of the 

many beaders working to 

rise out of poverty ñone 

bead at a timeò and to 

purchase colorful, hand-

made beaded jewelry. 

to school, and by improv-

ing living conditions. One 

hundred of the proceeds 

from the sales go directly 

to support the beaders and 

their communities. 

a gift card that indicates 

the jewelry is for the Bead 

for Life project. With your 

purchase, you join the 

beaders in reducing pov-

erty, providing food and 

clothing, sending children 

Activate Your HAWKMail! 

If you havenôt done so yet: Activate your HAWKMail 

account! For a variety of reasons, many students still 

have not activated their HAWKMail account.  Even if  

you already have an email address and donôt feel like 

checking another, or donôt want to deal with email at 

all, you need to activate your account. 

Why is should you activate your account? There are two 

main reasons: 

1. The college may notify you of important events 

through HAWKMail.  

2. Your professors would like to use it to communicate 

with you and may have already emailed you with 

pressing information. Wouldnôt it be nice to know 

ahead of time that your class is canceled instead of 

showing up to a note on the white board? If profes-

sors could simply email the entire class at once 

through HAWKMail, they would likely take advan-

tage of this opportunity.  

More food for thought? You wouldnôt have to tell your 

professors that your email moniker is ñprincesspuff90ò 

or ñpokemonfan6502ò any longer. 

For information on HAWKMail, go to: 

http://www.hacc.edu/HAWKMail/ 


