
Year of the Snowmageddon 

falling late on Wednesday, the effects 

of the storm were disastrous. The 

high winds continued on through 

Thursday, blowing any moved snow 

back to where it started. All schools 

within the area were closed through 

Friday, giving students one of the 

longest snow cancellations recorded 

in the last few years. 

Sunday brought a breath of 

relief to the area, as roads were 

cleared and people were once again 

able to get out of the house. Sitting 

down to watch the evening news, the 

weather man would once again tell us 

that snow was on the way. Thank-

fully, the accumulation was less than 

a half a foot, amounting to nothing 

more than minor delays. 

The winter of 2009 and 2010 

mark one of the snowiest days in his-

tory. While headed toward the end of 

a record breaking 

BY David Jenkins 

Editor in Chief 

 The winter of 2009 to 2010 

urged in one of the snowiest winters 

that the east coast has ever seen. De-

cember 19, 2009 marked the first 

snow of the season, dropping in ex-

cess of two feet for some areas. Janu-

ary acted as a quiet month for the 

most part, lulling everyone into a 

false sense of security that the winter 

might be over. 

 On February 2, Punxsutaw-

ney Phil came out from hiding to 

once again see his shadow, predicting 

six more weeks of winter. Unfortu-

nately, he was right. Four days later, 

the east coast was slammed with a 

snow storm, nailing some areas with 

over three feet of snow. Thankfully, 

the storm hit on a Saturday, making 

the inconvenience of the storm as 

minimal as possible. As families fi-

nally overcame the monstrous drop-

pings of snow, weather experts 

shocked us once more by predicting 

another large storm. 

On February 10, the storm 

hit. Winds were blowing hard enough 

to move the snow that had been on 

the ground since the last snowfall, 

making any road work nigh on im-

possible. Halfway through the snow-

fall, almost all highways were shut 

down due to low visibility and lack of 

road crews. Though snow stopped 
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Scholarships 

  The scholarship season has just be-

gun, opening doors to students wish-

ing to bring in a little more cash for 

the upcoming school year. For those 

interested, there was a Scholarship 

Fair in the hub in January. Now that 

the fair is over, the real work begins. 

  As you begin working on your 

scholarships, try not to be rushed. By 

taking your time and managing re-

sources well, you can submit a much 

better essay than rushing and trying 

to get it out of the way. 

  While working, keep in mind that 

the deadline to turn them in is March 

15. 

If you are still looking for scholarship 

opportunities, you can go to the 

HACC website at hacc.edu. 

  To find them, click on Current Ser-

vices, then look under the area la-

beled Financial Resources. From 

there, click on the General Scholar-

ships option.  

Continued on page 2 



winter for some areas, we 

are still left wondering if 

Winter doesnôt have one last 

surprise in store for us. 

 

Snowmageddon (Contôd) 

2 

Art & Entertainment 

HACC Gettysburg 

731 Old Harrisburg Road 

Gettysburg, PA 17325 

 

 

Article Submission: 

thecreativcannon@yahoo.com 

 

Advisor: Cristal Renzo 

 

Editors-in-Chief: 

David Jenkins 

 

Staff Writers: 

Daniel T. White 

Dylan  Brannen 

 

 

 

 

Movie Review - ñ Avatarò 

a short time because the 

movie can only be described 

as, ñAwesome.ò  

   The movie takes advantage 

of the new ñReal-Dò system, 

a revolutionary 3-D system 

that comes closer than any 

other to putting you right in 

the action. Rather than wow-

ing viewers with the same old 

3-D parlor tricks, Avatar util-

izes what Real-D is intended 

to: Create a movie in which 

the viewer lives the action. 

   The only drawback to the 

movie was the length. Had it 

not been for the 3-D glasses 

making my nose sore, I would 

not have noticed. Then again, 

one could also say looking 

like a total dork with a pair of 

3-D glasses on is a drawback. 

If thatôs the case though, I 

guess Iôll just have to take 

that risk.  

  Combine the Real-D movie 

with the stunning movie, 

great story and superb acting, 

you have the greatest movie 

of the decade, and rightful 

owner of being the movie that 

passed Titanic. 

BY  David Jenkins 

Editor In Chief 

Many have already seen the 

movie that passed Titanic for 

the top grossing movie of all 

time. Not surprisingly, Avatar 

was also done by Cameron, 

only proving that he never 

lost his touch. 

   Avatar is about a military 

institution wishing to remove 

blue humanoid creatures from 

the planet of Pandora. To do 

this, they send in a team of 

scientists to convince them to 

move from their location, a 

sacred area to them. 

   Due to an unfortunate acci-

dent, the protagonist of the 

story, a marine, ends up being 

one of the few chosen to con-

vince the natives to move. As 

the story develops, the hero 

starts to lose touch with his 

human side, leaving him in a 

state where he is unsure what 

it is that makes him human, 

and whether or not he really 

is one of the natives. 

   Avatar climbed to the top in 

Member of 

Pennsylvania Newspaper 

Association 

Donõt forget to check 

out HACCõs Summer 

2010 and Fall 2010 

course schedules.  

Check them out 

online at 

www.hacc.edu.   

Registration begins 

April 5.   



Do you knowé The Dean? 
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Going on Around the School 

By Daniel T. White 

Staff Writer 

Many students who attend 

the Gettysburg Campus may 

have never had the chance to 

meet our admirable campus 

dean, Jennifer Weaver.  Re-

cently, I had the opportunity 

to sit down with her face to 

face and get to know her a 

little bit better.  I, like many, 

have never met her before 

and was looking forward to 

it.  Our beloved dean hap-

pens to be a very busy lady, 

and with this year being the 

20th anniversary of our 

HACC campus, she is work-

ing hard to keep it running 

smoothly. 

 As with many fac-

ulty members, you may not 

even realize who she is 

when you pass her in the 

halls, but hopefully, you will 

come to find that she loves 

talking to students and is 

very congenial.  As we sat 

down in her office, one can 

easily see her demeanor is 

professional, courteous, and 

friendly.  Jennifer has been 

the head of the Gettysburg 

Campus from the very start 

and her continued enthusi-

asm is quite astounding.  She 

is very excited, as this year 

is not only twenty years for 

Gettysburg HACC, but 

marks twenty years for her 

at our campus.  However, 

she wasnôt always a dean. 

 Twenty years ago 

Dean Weaver was the Ex-

ecutive Director of the 

YWCA where she worked 

for a number of years.  She 

gained leadership experience 

and was well know through-

out the area.  In 1990, she 

heard that HACC wanted to 

start a Gettysburg facility 

and she was offered the job 

as director based on her 

years of management experi-

ence.  Dean Weaver ex-

plained that HACC was not 

always the building you all 

have come to know.  It was 

originally known as a 

ñcenterò and started as night 

classes in the Gettysburg 

Junior High school.  It later 

moved to our current loca-

tion in 1997, and two years 

later became a Pennsylvania 

accredited branch campus 

with fulltime faculty and 

complete programs of study 

in education.  It was around 

this time that Jennifer re-

turned to Penn State Harris-

burg to complete her Mas-

terôs degree, which took 

about two years while work-

ing full time. 

 Dean Weaver has 

done a lot more for our cam-

pus than many students may 

know.  In fact, when Profes-

sor Cristal Renzo ap-

proached her with the idea 

for this very news paper, she 

became a primary advocate 

to see that it be instated.  

Also, about five years 

ago, Dean Weaver began 

one of the most challeng-

ing tasks she has under-

gone, ñthe big expan-

sion.ò  In collaboration 

with the expansion team 

composed of faculty, 

staff, and students, they 

asked themselves ñwhat 

do we want our campus 

to be?ò and have nearly 

completed all of the 

amazing renovations you 

see today.  As with the 

rest of the campus, the 

new welcome center will 

be much more accessible 

and should be complete 

soon. 

 Aside from her busy 

schedule, she loves to kayak, 

read, and spend quality time 

with her grandchildren.  She 

is also involved with an or-

ganization called Women for 

Women International where 

she currently sponsors a 

woman living in the Democ-

ratic Republic of Congo.  

Her sponsorship gives a way 

to help women with job 

training and a good educa-

tion in the impoverished en-

vironment of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo.  For Jen-

nifer, education is a passion.  

For her, the best part about 

the job is seeing the students 

become successful.  In fact, 

those of you who are fortu-

nate enough to make the 

Deanôs List should take 

pride in knowing that she 

still hand signs every single 

letter of congratulation.  She 

describes graduation day as 

ñthe best dayò for her as she 

is overjoyed to see how well 

the students have progressed 

in their time here at HACC.  

All in all, it is evident that 

she absolutely loves her job 

and is very proud of how far 

she and our HACC Gettys-

burg Campus have come. 

 We are every so for-

tunate to have a dean that 

cares so much about the suc-

cess of our students, the 

quality of learning, and her 

job.  Jennifer Weaver is a 

professional, approachable, 

and most of all friendly per-

son that I hope many of the 

students here at HACC will 

be able to meet before they 

leave.  So if you ever meet 

her, just take a minute to 

thank her for the twenty 

years of hard work she has 

done to help make your Get-

tysburg Campus what it is 

today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more in-

terviews of the students, 

faculty, and staff who 

make this campus great.  

Is there someone on 

campus who has an in-

teresting story to tell?  

Let the Cannon know at 

www.thecreativecannon.

com.   



Mark your calendars for The 
Creative Cannonôs Used Book 
Sale to be held April 12 to April 
15.  More details are forthcom-
ing.  We have a huge selection 
this year of fiction, non-fiction, 
childrenôs books, and more.  
We are still collecting items, so 
look around campus for our 
bins.  All proceeds from this 
sale will be donated to the Ad-
ams County Literacy Council.  
It will also be opened to the 

public.   

If anyone would be interested 
in helping us set up the book 
tables and or/staff the sale dur-
ing the week, please contact 
www.thecreativecannon.com.  
It may be a great way for PTK 

members to get service points! 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

ñIt lasts and lasts.  

I cannot remember 

the last time I 

bought laundry 

soap.ò 
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Controversy 

Royal Flush  

No, weôre not 

asking for a 

game of cards.  

Royal Flush is 

the news arti-

cle posted in the bathrooms 

by the SGA. Royal Flush 

contains information from 

goings on around campus 

to SGA run events. 

To find your nearest copy of 

the Royal Flush, just listen 

when nature calls and make 

a quick trip to the nearest 

bathroom. 

The Case against Donôt Ask Donôt Tell 

closeted to avoid the dis-

charge that would occur if 

they were not.  Now, over a 

decade later, this policy is 

being held to intense scru-

tiny, with the majority of 

Americans, around 78%, 

believing that gays should 

be allowed to serve in the 

military.  Really, what it 

comes down to is pure, un-

adulterated bigotry.  Reli-

gious or otherwise, the rea-

sons people hold for dis-

trusting their fellow citizens 

are simply based on one fac-

tor alone: fear. 

Itôs a fear that politi-

cians twist into some bizarre 

defense of the American 

Dream.  As if our country 

was founded on the notion 

that marriage is about the 

love between a man and a 

woman, rather than life, lib-

erty, and the private owner-

ship of property.  We live in 

a secular nation, founded on 

secular enlightenment prin-

ciples, and run by secular 

federal and state govern-

ments.  To suggest that 

something is wrong only on 

religious grounds renders a 

point moot in that it goes 

against the idea that we are 

not a theocratic state. 

When a man or 

woman decides that they 

want to fight and possibly 

die for this nation, it is es-

sential to the protection of 

our country that we do not 

deny them that honor simply 

because of their sexual ori-

entation.  This is the New 

Segregation.  This is the 

death of our so-called 

American Dream.  Iôm not 

saying that everyone is enti-

tled to military service, but 

those who are able, and 

above all else, willing de-

serves the chance, regardless 

of who theyôre with. 

BY Dylan Brannen 

Staff Writer 

    Back in 1993, a measure 

called ñDonôt Ask Donôt 

Tellò was put into effect.  

Essentially, it was a com-

promise. Prior to 1993, it 

was common practice to 

root out gay servicemen and 

women and discharge them, 

at first dishonorably and 

then generally/undesirably.  

A temporary solution to this 

life-destroying witch hunt 

was DADT.  DADT sought 

to protect the identities of 

gays and lesbians in the 

military from harassment by 

banning the openly homo-

sexual, while protecting 

those who kept their sexual 

identity to themselves. 

Now, as a transi-

tional stage in the integra-

tion of gays into the mili-

tary, this is a desirable step 

forward, as it focused more 

on keeping service members 



Future to Hold Non Surgical Solution to Gender Identity 
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  By David Jenkins 

Editor In Chief 

   It is the duty of the Poet Laureate to 

write poetry for appropriate occasions 

in regard to our countryôs leaders. Kay 

Ryan currently holds that title, and is 

bringing some of her humble back-

ground to the task by starting up a na-

tionwide contest in what can only be 

described as the largest effort given to 

prove that just because you start in a 

Community College, does not mean 

you have any less chance than some-

one starting at a four year institution. 

   Due to Ryanôs efforts, April first will 

no longer just be April Foolôs Day. For 

those of us going to Community Col-

leges, it will be National Poetry Day. 

On this day, Ryan will give a speech 

about this day, a day we can all rejoice 

for, as Community Colleges finally 

have a chance to step up to the plate 

and show what they are made of. 

   The competition held will be for 

each Community College to choose a 

best 

poem 

from the 

entire 

student 

popula-

tion to 

send into 

the Li-

brary of 

Con-

gressô 

website 

each 

year. This poem will have a chance at 

getting displayed on the site, with new 

poems appearing periodically. For 

those wishing a chance to get nation-

ally recognized for their poetry, there 

is no better chance than this. 

   While it is uncertain at this time 

whether or not the contest will accept a 

poem from all of the HACC campuses, 

the opportunity still stands. Regardless 

of whether or not the other campuses 

will participate with, or separately 

from us, this is an opportunity that can-

not be missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Colleges Given Chance to Prove Strength is Not About Size  

By David Jenkins 

Editor in Chief 

While studying chromosomes and al-

tering development genes, a groups of 

European scientists managed to isolate 

the gene FoxL2. According to the re-

port co-written by Robin Lovell 

Badge, member of the National Insti-

tute for Medical Research, this gene is 

responsible for the gender develop-

ment. Through their trials, the ge-

netiscists were able to use the gene 

much like an on, off button to make 

female mice begin to develop as males. 

In such cases, the ovaries would drop 

down, and form into fully functioning 

testes, just as if it had happened in the 

womb. 

   A current theory in GID suggests 

that the body misreads a message from 

the brain in development, causing the 

wrong trigger to be hit and causing 

development to be of the wrong gen-

der. Given this theory, a mind intended 

to control one gender is left dealing 

with the exact opposite. Regardless of 

whether or not the process seems plau-

sible, one would still think this gene is 

a selection right out of a science fiction 

novel. 

   It isnôt really a surprise that we con-

tinue to learn more and more about the 

human development. What does shock 

and awe about this process is that it 

isnôt about the body developing, rather 

than changing one that has already de-

veloped, a task already accomplished 

in the mice. According to Lovellôs arti-

cle, the mice were unaffectedé be-

sides the part of changing gender. As 

far as life span, vital numbers and ac-

tivity levels, no changes occurred. 

   One might ask whether science has 

officially crossed the line, but when 

looked at a viewpoint that this is help-

ing ease a long, painful process, it 

would actually seem more like a gift 

from, rather than a sin against. So 

while you may be for this process, or 

completely against it, the actuality of 

being applied to human beings is at 

least a decade off, with several decades 

of debate to come. 

More of  that  Controversy we love 

Do you speak Spanish flu-

ently?  The Creative Cannon 

is looking for a staff writer 

who would be able to write 

and translate articles be-

tween Spanish and English.  

If interested, please contact 

us at 

www.thecreativecannon.com.  


