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While a fine artist uses paint and canvas for self-expression, a graphic designer uses 
images, graphics and type to sell a product or an idea. And a designer’s “canvas” can 

be found anywhere – on a web page, in a magazine, on a billboard, even on a cereal box.

HACC’s Graphic Design curriculum is a tough, state-of-the art program 
that focuses on developing talented and competitively skilled students.

Creativity is important in this field, but so are organization and the ability to multi-task, 
said Associate Professor Marjaneh Talebi of  Camp Hill, who is director of  the Graphic 
Design program. Noting that she has been at HACC for 16 years, Talebi added, “I enjoy 

the diversity of  our college. We have all kinds of  students - from straight out of  high school 
to those getting a second degree. Some have master’s degrees and are changing fields, while 

others have been laid off  and enter our program to start a new career. It’s a great mix.”

Sean Muroski, 30, now in Philadelphia, says it made sense for him to head to 
HACC after leaving the Navy “because the program is cost-effective.” Muroski, who 
graduated with an associate in arts degree in graphic design in 2007, first worked as a 

freelancer and is now employed by YoungBlood, a Philadelphia-based design firm. 
“No matter what is happening in the economy, people need to advertise,” he said.
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HACC does not discriminate in employment, student admissions, and 
student services on the basis of  race, color, religion, age, political affili-
ation or belief, sex, national origin, ancestry, disability, place of  birth, 
General Education Development Certification (GED), marital status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, veteran status, or any 
other legally protected classification.

To fiind admissions information, 
tuition and a list of  22 south-central 
Pennsylvania school districts that pick up 
part of  the tuition cost for residents visit
www.hacc.edu. HACC students receive 
more than $120 million in financial aid 
annually. To file a federal application for 
aid, go to www.fafsa.gov. To determine 
eligibility, contact Financial Aid Services 
at (717) 780-2330.

For more information about the graphic 
design program, call Marjaneh Talebi, 
Associate Professor and Graphic Design 
Program Director, at 717-780-2423 or 
e-mail mktalebi@hacc.edu.

PREREQUISITES MUST BE MET
Acceptance into HACC’s Graphic Design program isn’t a given. A student must first enroll in the 
Graphic Design Foundations program to take required courses. From the required art courses, 
students compile a portfolio of  coursework that is reviewed for acceptance into the Graphic 
Design major curriculum. Once admitted into either Graphic Design program, the curriculum 
must be taken full time, in the required sequence, and without lapse between semesters. While not 
required, Graphic Design majors are encouraged to complete an internship prior to graduation.

Having earned an associate in arts degree in graphic design in 2008, Seth Conley emphasized, 
“This is an excellent school. The teachers are focused on the students. I strongly endorse HACC 
whenever I can.”

THE MARKET
HACC’s Graphic Design program prepares students to enter a broad field with careers in design 
services; advertising and related agencies; in-house corporate design departments; government 
agencies; retail markets; printing and related services; newspaper, periodical, book and related 
publishers; television and entertainment; web, animation and interactive media; and freelance 
services, to name a few.

The U.S Bureau of  Labor’s Occupational Handbook predicts demand for graphic designers will 
continue to increase at a pace of  10 percent, or about as fast as is average for all occupations. 
Many talented individuals vie for jobs in this field; therefore, job applicants can expect to face 
competition for available positions. Job candidates are expected to present a portfolio of  work, 
which often is the deciding factor in who is hired.

While not a guarantee of  salary potential, the American Institute of  Graphic Arts reports the 
national median yearly pay for entry-level graphic designers is $35,000. Salaries vary according to 
market demand and geographical area.

HACC OFFERS STUDENTS
 • flexibility to study part- or full-time while meeting obligations in the workplace
 • individual attention and remedial work to fulfill admission requirements
 • the ability to transfer credits earned to four-year institutions of  higher learning
 • provides high-quality education at the lowest cost in the area

www.hacc.edu
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